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1950. This Act secured that all rules of the common law and all
statutory rules, so far as they were part of the law of the United
Kingdom, colonies, protectorates and trust territories on the date
of India becoming a republic should continue to have the same
operation in relation to India, subject to any modifications of the
law (to be made by Order in Council) which were deemed necessary
or expedient in view of India's status of being a republic, while
remaining a member of the Commonwealth. There was no time limit
imposed to this wide delegation of legislative power, but it may be
justified perhaps by the nature of a legal problem for which there was
no precedent; on the other hand it enabled amendment of a very
wide range of statutes without previous consideration by Parliament,
as for example the British Nationality Act, 1948.
In February, 1948, Ceylon1 attained "fully responsible status within Ceylon,
the British Commonwealth of Nations,1' a description which replaces
the term, dominion status.2 The Ceylon Independence Act, 1947,
expressly released the Government of the United Kingdom from
responsibility for the Government of Ceylon which had since 1931
been governed under a constitution which found its inspiration in
the pattern of the English county council. It was an attempt to avoid
the divorce of power from responsibility, which is a common
feature of colonial constitutions, without adopting responsible
Government; the State Council, to which was entrusted the ordinary
business of government, foreign affairs, "finance and justice being
excepted, was divided into committees, the chairman of each being
equivalent to a departmental Minister. The Council was thus both
an executive and legislative body, but the excepted subjects were the
direct responsibility of the principal officials and the Governor had
paramount powers in an emergency to override the State Council.
This constitution could at best be a bridge to assist the transition
to full responsibility and it could be amended or revoked by Order
in Council. The impact of war upon the island resulted in a promise
made in 1943 to review the position and after protracted negotiations
which included a visit to Ceylon by a Royal Commission the Inde-
pendence Act was enacted at Westminster in 1947. The Act did
not contain a new constitution. It extended to Ceylon the main
provisions of the Statute of Westminster by repeating the provisions
of sections 2-6 of that Act and declaring that from the appointed day
the United Kingdom Government should have no responsibility for
the government of Ceylon, The new constitution, which substanti-
ally adopted a draft which was discussed with the Royal Commission,
is contained in the Ceylon (Constitution) Order in Council, 1946, as
1 Sir Ivor Jennings, The Constitution of Ceylon (3rd. edn.) (Oxford University
Press).
» See F. R. Scott, End of Dominion Status, 23 C.B.R. 725.

